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Federal and state gas taxes are critical to funding repairs and 
improvements to our transportation networks, which are vital 
to the mobility that underpins economic prosperity, strong 
communities and high quality of life. An increase in the federal 
gas tax, which hasn’t been raised since 1993, can make a 
meaningful, short-term difference. New thinking also is needed 
for the long term. Better engines, the growth of electric vehicles 
and concerns about carbon-based fuels will continue to diminish 
gas taxes’ ability to meet the nation's transportation needs.

THE GAS TAX IS

Compared to the average household and 
individual costs Americans pay for other 
infrastructure and conveniences, the 
number is strikingly low. 
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1. https://financeguru.com/news/average-electric-bill  2. https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/30/americans-in-cities-spend-984-on-monthly-billsheres-how-to-pay-less.html  3. https://www.statista.com/statistics/

720418/average-monthly-cost-of-water-in-the-us/  4. https://www.forbes.com/sites/niallmccarhy/2017/11/22/the-most-and-least-expensive-countries-for-broadband-infographic/#315df6da23ef 

The figures on 
this infographic are 
taken from averages 
of data provided by 
the Federal Highway 

Administration, the American 
Road and Transportation 
Builders Association, and 

other sources.
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